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CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. (June 12, 2026) - Virginia radio and television stations were
recognized for excellence in broadcasting at the 89th Annual Virginia Association of
Broadcasters Awards Program, held Friday, June 12th at the Marriott Virginia Beach
Oceanfront Hotel. This year's gala event included a "Out of the Studio & Into the Wild"

themed reception and awards ceremony recognizing individuals' achievements in
broadcasting.

Awards were based on projects first aired between January 1 and December 31, 2025,
with the sole exception of the Outstanding Newscast Award. Commercial and non-
commercial stations were judged separately, and the award categories were broken
down by market size.

The VAB gratefully acknowledges the assistance of the Colorado Broadcasters
Association whose members judged the entries.

Only VAB-member radio and television stations were eligible to participate.

Best Commercial Radio

« Radio (Large Market): 1st place, WROX-FM, Virginia Door

» Radio (Large Market): 2nd place, WUSH-FM, Get Em

« Radio (Medium Market): 1st place, WWWV-FM, McDonough Toyota

» Radio (Medium Market): 2nd place, WCHV-FM, Mosquito Joe

+ Radio (Small Market): 1st place, WMBG-AM, Great Thinkers Eat at Food For
Thought

« Radio (Small Market): 2nd place, WBQK-FM, Muddy Marley's - "I'll Wash You
Myself"

Best Commercial Television

« TV Commercial (Large Market): 1st place, WTKR-TV, Joe Lamb, Jr &
Associates: A Timeless Escape

e TV Commercial (Large Market): 2nd place, WVBT-TV, Stuft Corp

* TV Commercial (Small Market): 1st place, WCAV-TV, Stonewall Harley-
Davidson

« TV Commercial (Small Market): 2nd place, WSET-TV, Maddox Air Electrical &
Plumbing




Best Documentary or Public Affairs Program Radio
e Radio: 1st place, WHRO-FM, Revolution 250: Christmas in Colonial Virginia
« Radio: 2nd place, WHRV-FM, Virginia 250: Fort Monroe African Landing
Memorial Plaza

Best Documentary or Public Affairs Program Television
« TV Commercial: 1st place, WDBJ-TV, 7 at 70: Stories of Your Hometown Station
« TV Commercial: 2nd place, WHSV-TV, Rekindling

Best Human Interest Series Radio

« Radio (Large Market): 1st place, VPM, Undoing Ruin's

« Radio (Large Market): 2nd place, WKJS-FM / WKIM-FM, VA New Seatbelt Law

« Radio (Medium Market): 1st place, WCYK-FM, 99.7 CYK Neighbor Network

« Radio (Small Market): 1st place, WMBG-AM, Making a Difference Monday -
Edmarc

» Radio (Small Market): 2nd place, WFLO-AM, Rising from the Ashes: Mark
Smith's Story of Survival and Purpose

+ Radio (Non-Commercial/Public): 1st place, WEHC-FM, A Call to Arms

« Radio (Non-Commercial/Public): 2nd place, WHRV-FM, Ermias and the Future
of Public Broadcasting 2025

Best Human Interest Series Television

« TV Commercial (Large Market): 1st place, WAVY-TV, Building a Legocy

e TV Commercial (Large Market): 2nd place, WVBT-TV, Pope Leo Declares
Medical Miracle

e TV Commercial (Small Market): 1st place, WSLS-TV, Home for Good

« TV Commercial (Small Market): 2nd place, WSET-TV, Heroes In The Heart of
Virginia

* TV (Non-Commercial/Public): 1st place, PBS Appalachia (Blue Ridge PBS), The
Printmaker: The Quiet Work of Appalachia Press

« TV (Non-Commercial/Public): 2nd place, WBRA / Blue Ridge PBS, Artistic
Encounters: Meet The Artist

Best Radio Personality or Team
« Radio (Large Market): 1st place, WNOR-FM, Rumble in the Morning on FM99
» Radio (Large Market): 2nd place, WVBW-FM, Middays Vibe's w/ Tone Hollywood
» Radio (Medium Market): 1st place, WQPO-FM, Q Morning Show with Brandy
and Robbie
+ Radio (Medium Market): 2nd place, WWUZ-FM, Brady in the Morning
« Radio (Small Market): 1st place, WHAJ-FM, Brock Mathews - J104
« Radio (Small Market): 2nd place, WMBG-AM, Sunni's Beach Music Cafe

Best Morning Show Television
« TV Commercial (Large Market): 1st place, WTVR-TV, 8/18/25 Back to School
Coverage
e TV Commercial (Large Market): 2nd place, WWBT-TV, 12 News Today
« TV Commercial (Small Market): 1st place, WSET-TV, Good Morning Virginia

Best Public Service/lCommunity Event Radio

« Radio (Large Market): 1st place, WVBW-FM, 100.5 The Vibe Celebrates Black
History in Coastal Virginia

« Radio (Large Market): 2nd place, WAFX-FM, 29th Annual Mayflower Marathon
Food Drive

« Radio (Medium Market): 1st place, WHTE-FM, Teachers' Night Out

« Radio (Medium Market): 2nd place, WKAV-AM, Stuff a Bus

« Radio (Small Market): 1st place, WFLO-AM, Reconnecting a Community:
Farmville Fridays

» Radio (Small Market): 2nd place, WBQK-FM, Strictly Business

+ Radio (Non-Commercial/Public): 1st place, WNRN-FM, WNRN Hear Together:
Literacy Volunteers of Charlottesville/Albemarle

« Radio (Non-Commercial/Public): 2nd place, WHRV-FM, Ken Burns American
Revolution Screening on the Yorktown Battlefield




Best Public Service/Community Event Television

TV Commercial (Large Market): 1st place, WTVR-TV, Anthem LemonAid

TV Commercial (Large Market): 2nd place, WTKR-TV, LifeNet: Surfer Girl

TV Commercial (Small Market): 1st place, WCAV-TV, Cville Spectacular 4th of
July Fireworks

TV Commercial (Small Market): 2nd place, WSET-TV, St. Jude Dream Home
Campaign

TV (Non-Commercial/Public): 1st place, WBRA / Blue Ridge PBS, Santa's
Winter Wonderland

TV (Non-Commercial/Public): 2nd place, WHRO-TV, The WHRO Story
Exchange

Best Station Promotion/Contest Radio

Radio (Large Market): 1st place, WPTE-FM, Uncorked and Unplugged
Radio (Large Market): 2nd place, WGH-FM, LOCASH Live in Paradise
Radio (Medium Market): 1st place, WQMZ-FM, Christmas Greetings

Radio (Medium Market): 2nd place, WAKG-FM, Christmas Coupon Club
Radio (Small Market): 1st place, WKWI-FM, The Hunt for the Golden
Microphone

Radio (Small Market): 2nd place, WHAJ-FM, Home For The Holidays

Radio (Non-Commercial/Public): 1st place, WNRN-FM, WNRN Rocktober
Radio (Non-Commercial/Public): 2nd place, WFOS-FM, Time Machine Radio

Best Station Promotion/Contest Television

TV Commercial (Large Market): 1st place, WTKR-TV, Love Being in Your
Neighborhood

TV Commercial (Large Market): 2nd place, WAVY-TV, 10 On Your Side
Investigative Image

TV (Non-Commercial/Public): 1st place, WBRA / Blue Ridge PBS, Santa's
Winter Wonderland

TV (Non-Commercial/Public): 2nd place, WHRO-TV, Doctor Madblood 2025
TV Commercial (Small Market): 1st place, WSET-TV, Winter Weather Outlook
with George Flickinger

TV Commercial (Small Market): 2nd place, WCAV-TV, GMC Stephanie launch

Best in Investigative Reporting Radio

Radio (Large Market): 1st place, VPM, "Idleness and Boredom"

Radio (Small Market): 1st place, WMBG-AM, 71st District Delegate Candidates
Radio (Non-Commercial or Public): 1st place, WHRV-FM, WHRO Cumberland
Forest Project TNC

Radio (Non-Commercial or Public): 2nd place, WEHC-FM, This Conversation:
Freedom of the Press

Best in Investigative Reporting Television

TV Commercial (Large Market): 1st place, WTKR-TV, Woman gets new trial
after WTKR uncovers 'missing’ 911 calls

TV Commercial (Large Market): 2nd place, WTVR-TV, A Nightmare at the NICU
TV Commercial (Small Market): 1st place, WSET-TV, Nelson County DDS

TV Commercial (Small Market): 2nd place, WDBJ-TV, Virginia High School
Athletic Director Convicted

TV Commercial (Non-Commercial/Public): 1st place, WHRO-TV, Job Corps:
Fighting for a Future

Outstanding News Series Radio

Radio (Large Market): 1st place, WKJS-FM / WKJIM-FM, Health Wins, Clinical
Trials

Radio (Large Market): 2nd place, WFIR-AM, Best Selling non-fiction author Beth
Macy

Radio (Medium Market): 1st place, WZRV-FM, C-CAP Series #1




« Radio (Medium Market): 2nd place, WSVA-AM/FM, Spotlight on Valley
Agriculture
« Radio (Small Market): 1st place, WMBG-AM, This Week in Williamsburg

Outstanding News Series Television

e TV Commercial (Large Market): 1st place, WTVR-TV, Nursing Home Oversight

e TV Commercial (Large Market): 2nd place, WVEC-TV, Rural Health Risks: An
uncertain future

« TV Commercial (Non-Commercial/Public): 1st place, WBRA / Blue Ridge PBS,
What It Takes to Use Your Whole City as a Canvas

e TV Commercial (Small Market): 1st place, WDBJ-TV, Sailor for a Day

o TV Commercial (Small Market): 2nd place, WCYB-TV, Unsolved

Outstanding Newscast Radio
« Radio (Large Market): 1st place, WNOR-FM, News on WNOR 12-17-25
» Radio (Large Market): 2nd place, WLNI-FM, 5pm Newscast 12/19/25
» Radio (Medium Market), 1st place, WTON Radio, "WTON Local News First"
« Radio (Medium Market): 2nd place, WINA-AM, WINA Outstanding Newscast
» Radio (Small Market): 1st place, WMBG-AM, News Around Town
« Radio (Small Market): 2nd place, VNN, VNN Newscast 12-19-25
« Radio (Non-Commercial/Public): 1st place, WHRV-FM, Newscast December 19,
2025

Outstanding Newscast Television

« TV Commercial (Large Market): 1st place, WRIC-TV, 8News at 5

e TV Commercial (Large Market): 2nd place, WRLH-TV, FOX News At Ten -
Evening Newscast

« TV Commercial (Small Market): 1st place, WCAV-TV, UVA Picks a New
President

« TV Commercial (Small Market): 2nd place, WHSV-TV, WHSYV Outstanding
Newscast

Outstanding Sports Coverage Radio

« Radio (Large Market): 1st place, WFIR-AM, WFIR Sports

« Radio (Large Market): 2nd place, WVSP-FM, The Scott Jackson Show -
Interview with Michael Cuddyer

« Radio (Medium Market): 1st place, WFTR-AM, Front Royal Little League

« Radio (Medium Market): 2nd place, WINA-AM, The Best Seat in the House

+ Radio (Small Market): 1st place, WMBG-AM, Msesippi's Sportscast

« Radio (Non-Commercial or Public): 1st place, WEHC-FM, Emory & Henry
Football

o Radio (Non-Commercial or Public): 2nd place, WHRV-FM, Colonial Sports in
America

Outstanding Sports Coverage Television
e TV Commercial (Large Market): 1st place, WAVY-TV, Friday Night Flights
« TV Commercial (Large Market): 2nd place, WTVR-TV, The Season: Clover Hill
Cavaliers
e TV Commercial (Small Market): 1st place, WSLS-TV, 1st and 10
« TV Commercial (Small Market): 2nd place, WSET-TV, Football Friday

Best Public Affairs Program Radio
« Radio: 1st place, WHRV-FM, Weekly Edition
« Radio: 2nd Place, VNN, Virginia Focus - Woodside Pawpaw

Best Public Affairs Program Television
e TV: 1st place, WWBT-TV, Teen Bullying Special
« TV: 2nd place, WTKR-TV, Domestic Violence: The Ripple Effect

Congratulations to all of our winners!
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