
CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. (June 12, 2026) - The Virginia Association of Broadcasters
awarded three outstanding Virginia citizens and a Chesapeake radio group on Friday,
June 12th for their contributions to broadcasting in the Commonwealth.

Recipients were presented with the awards during the 89th Annual Summer
Convention Awards Banquet held at the Marriott Virginia Beach Oceanfront Hotel. The
presentation preceded the annual broadcast station awards, which recognizes
excellence in broadcasting at member television and radio stations (please see
separate release).

2026 C.T. Lucy Distinguished Service Award

Named for the founder of the VAB, the C.T. Lucy Distinguished Service Award honors a
broadcaster who spent a significant part of his or her career at one or more Virginia
broadcast properties and who has become a leader in the state's broadcast industry.

Vinnie Kice

Growing up in Northern New Jersey
beneath the shadow of New York City’s
iconic radio towers, Vinnie developed
an early passion for broadcasting that
would shape a remarkable career
spanning more than five decades. He
began his radio journey in 1974, landing
his first on-air role while still learning the
craft. After graduating college and
working briefly in his hometown of
Newton, New Jersey, Vinnie made the
move to Virginia in 1978 to join WCHV
in Charlottesville, launching what would
become a lifelong connection to Central
Virginia radio. By 1982, Vinnie had
become a familiar and trusted voice as
the morning host of WWWV-FM (3WV).
Over the years, his career included on-



WJMA-FM & Thomas Media air and leadership roles across
numerous stations throughout the
region, including Country 102, Mix
107.5, WZGN Classic Hits, and WCYK
Country. Following a brief time with
Beasley Broadcasting in North Carolina,
he returned to Charlottesville and
continued building his reputation as one
of Virginia broadcasting’s enduring
personalities. Although he briefly retired
from broadcasting in 2023, Vinnie
quickly returned to the industry in 2024.
Today, he serves as General Manager
of Thomas Media’s WTON in Staunton
while also hosting mornings on WJMA-
FM in Culpeper. His longevity, passion,
and dedication continue to leave a
lasting mark on Virginia radio.

2026 J. Jerry Freeman Engineering Award

The J.J. Freeman Engineering Achievement Award honors those who have made an
outstanding contribution to broadcasting and who have shown technical knowledge,
dedication, dependability and leadership in broadcast engineering affairs.

Ricky Williams
Blue Ridge PBS

Roanoke, VA

Ricky Williams currently serves as
Assistant Chief Engineer for Blue Ridge
PBS and has worked in the broadcast
industry for nearly 30 years.
Ricky’s interest in electronics and
engineering began early in life. During
high school, he attended vocational
electronics courses throughout his
junior and senior years before earning
an electronics servicing degree from a
local community college. While still in
school, he worked for a local RCA
television dealer repairing televisions in
the shop and performing in-home
service calls. He later spent several
years installing satellite television
systems and car stereo equipment,
including work with Circuit City.
Ricky began his broadcast engineering
career at WSLS-TV in September 1997
as a Maintenance Engineer. In 2006, he
was promoted to Chief Engineer, a
position he held until his retirement from
the station in July 2024. During his
tenure, he helped lead several major
technical projects and industry
transitions, including the digital
television transition, FCC spectrum re-
pack efforts, and the station’s move into
a new facility in 2019.
Although retiring from WSLS-TV in
2024, Ricky quickly realized he was not
ready to step away from broadcasting
and joined Blue Ridge PBS later that
year as Assistant Chief Engineer.



2026 George A. Bowles, Jr. Broadcast Journalism Award

The George A. Bowles, Jr. Award is presented to a reporter or news director who is
distinguished in the field of broadcast news, has longevity in Virginia broadcasting, is
respected by peers and exhibits enthusiasm for his or her work and the community.

Andy Fox
WAVY-TV

Portsmouth, VA

Andy Fox is the Front-Line Senior
Reporter at WAVY TV in Portsmouth,
Virginia. Andy walked into WAVY on
August 4, 1986. Almost 40 years ago.
He came to WAVY from WITN-TV in
Washington, NC, where he was hired in
February 1984. Andy left WAVY from
May 1990-January 1993 running for
U.S. Congress in Virginia’s First District.
The first campaign he ran the fifth
closest race in the Country where the
incumbent won.
Andy is often tasked with the lead story
and is usually live. He has numerous
areas of expertise, but his real core
passion or mission is consumer
reporting “10 on Your Side”
stories.  Andy loves to fight for the “little
guy or gal” who has nowhere else to
turn.
For his breadth of work, Andy was
inducted into the prestigious Capital
Emmys Silver Circle in 2023.  He has
also won 8 Emmys, an Edward R.
Murrow Award, and has been named
several times “Best of Readers’ Choice
Awards” for reporting from Coastal
Virginia Magazine.
Andy has also spent 10 years reporting
on children living with critical rare
cancers. He’s been a spokesperson for
Crush Cancer. This year Andy and his
WAVY team raised $1.6 million dollars
in just 30 days for St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital. He has been named
WAVY’s Employee of The Year twice. In
1994 he received the honor after finding
his way to Port-au-Prince Haiti to cover
Operation Uphold Democracy. He
followed local troops and was the first
Hampton Roads Reporter to arrive on
ground and report live from Haiti.
Andy graduated from The Newhouse
School of Public Communications at
Syracuse University.

2026 Francis E. Wood Community Service Award

Named for a lifelong broadcaster, VAB Past President, mentor, and small market radio
pioneer, the Francis E. Wood Community Service Award is an annual award given by
the VAB to the Virginia station that provides exemplary local community service.



WNOR/WAFX
Chesapeake, VA

WNOR and WAFX, part of the Hampton
Roads Media Group and owned by
Saga Communications, demonstrate an
enduring commitment to the Hampton
Roads community through a blend of
local programming, charity-focused
events, and hands-on outreach. WNOR
and WAFX’s 29th Annual Mayflower
Marathon Food Drive provided
1,007,000 meals for our 3 area
foodbanks, and WNOR’s 38th Annual
Rock and Roll Up Your Sleeve Blood
Drive collected 611 units of blood for the
Coastal Virginia chapter of the American
Red Cross. WNOR’s long-running FM99
Christmas Wish campaign aided 20
local families during the 2025 holidays.
Beyond these efforts, WNOR and
WAFX staff actively support numerous
local events, from suicide prevention
walks and animal welfare fundraisers to
school career days and childhood
cancer fundraisers. WNOR and WAFX’s
weekly public affairs show, Hampton
Roads Focus, spotlights organizations
addressing issues from youth
development to disaster relief.
Collectively, WNOR and WAFX aired
more than 4,000 unpaid Public Service
Announcements in 2025 supporting a
variety of local non-profits and
community groups. WNOR and WAFX
continue to inform, uplift, and connect
Hampton Roads—embodying the true
spirit of community radio. VAB will make
a generous donation to their non-profit
of choice, and they have chosen FM99
Christmas Wish who for more than 30
years has assisted countless families in
Hampton Roads during the holidays.
Financial assistance is provided for
things like food, clothing, gifts, bills and
in some cases travel money to reunite
loved ones. Click HERE to learn more
or to donate!
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