HOW TO READ THE VIRGINIA STATE EAS PLAN — PN STATIONS

According to Section §11.18 of the Rules, a Participating National (PN) station is an EAS Participant that
transmits national, state, or Local Area EAS messages, and is not otherwise designated within the State
EAS Plan. This explainer is aimed at those stations and cable head-ends that are ”PN” stations.

The Virginia Plan includes additional information for stations that are specifically designated to help with
the relay of EAS information. For instance, each operational (local) area has (at least) two Local Primary
(LP) stations. These stations are presently monitoring the new assignments; the concern is with the 95%.

All PN stations should verify that their monitoring assignments as currently set up match the
assignments in the plan. Any waivers previously issued (except 100% simulcast waivers) are no longer in
effect- any deviations from the standard plan will be noted in the plan.

1. Download the most recent plan which may be found at the Virginia Association of Broadcasters
website. https://www.vabonline.com/downloads-links/

2. Section 4. Operational Areas lists the Counties and Independent Cities in each Operational Area.
Use the County or City that is specified as your “City of License.” This may or may not be the same as
your Studio location, your transmitter location, or your primary market. Match your “City of License”
with the “Selected Area” column to determine which Operational Area you are located in.

3. Section 6.1 Monitoring Assignments Table 2 is where the PN stations find their assignments. Scroll
past the three pages of assignments in Table 1 for the Local Primary (LP) stations; these are not your
concern.

The Plan was designed so that all stations should be able to monitor both LP stations within their
assigned Operational Area from the specified City of License. Some stations may need to utilize a
directional antenna, especially if they have moved their facility away from the City of License. Some of
the larger Operational Areas have alternate (LP-3) stations which may be utilized.

Contact the State Chair if you have issues with your monitoring assignments. Any waivers previously
issued (except 100% simulcast waivers) are no longer in effect- any deviations from the standard plan
will be noted in the plan.

4. Section 3. Event Codes will give you an idea of the EAS codes that your LP stations will be carrying.
These are the codes that the SECC suggests that you program for relay in your equipment.

NOTE: Although LP stations generally try to relay Weather Events from NWS, some LP stations monitor
NOAA Weather Radio stations whose coverage does not fully match the Operational Area. The SECC
encourages all stations to utilize a NOAA Weather Radio as an optional (not required) monitoring input.
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