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John returned to WSLS in July of 2013 after spending 
nearly five years in public relations.

Prior to his departure, he served as the lead WSLS-10 
anchor from 1987 - 2008. John was a part of the WSLS team 
that earned the Peabody Award for coverage of the April 16, 
2007 mass shooting at Virginia Tech. During his tenure the 
team also won three national Edward R. Murrow Awards. 
John is the recipient of five Emmy awards for reporting, as 
well as numerous awards from RTNDA, VAB and Associated 
Press. Earlier this year he received the Best News Anchor of 
the Year award from the AP.

John’s broadcasting career includes stops at WPTZ in 
Plattsburgh/Burlington, WDTV in Clarksburg, West Virginia, 
and WTVR in Richmond. As part of a news sharing agreement 
with WFXR (FOX), John co-anchored the 10 p.m. news in 
Roanoke for more than a decade. He taught broadcast writing 
as adjunct faculty at Virginia Tech from 1996 - 2007. He is a 
graduate of the State University of New York at Plattsburgh 
with a degree in mass communication.

A dedicated community servant, John is the current board 
president of the YMCA of Roanoke Valley corporate board 
of directors, immediate past president of the board of Saint 
Francis Service Dogs and a member of the board for Junior 
Achievement of Southwestern Virginia. He is a co-founder 
and board member for the Blue Ridge Marathon and a past 
board member of the Virginia chapter of the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society. John has been a member of Rotary 
International for more than 20 years. In March he was 
named to the board of directors for the Associated Press 
Broadcasters of the Virginias.

 In his spare time, John is an avid cyclist, photographer 
and fisherman. He lives in Roanoke, where he and his wife 
Mary are empty nesters, having raised three sons, Jonathan, 
Benjamin and Tyler.

 The George A. Bowles, Jr. Award is presented to a reporter 
or news director who is distinguished in the field of broadcast 
news, has longevity in Virginia broadcasting, is respected by 
peers and exhibits enthusiasm for his or her work and the 
community.

2015 J. Jerry Freeman 
Engineering Award 

DON CROWDER 
   

Don Crowder is a native of 
Norfolk, Virginia. He has been 
Chief Engineer at local Saga 
Communications owned 
stations WNOR-FM, WAFX-
FM, and WJOI-AM since 
2000. During the past 15 
years he has been a part 
of fast paced changes 
including moving 
from cart and CD to 
Computer Automation. 
All three stations 
added Transmitters 
and Processing 
and began 
broadcasting 
in HD as well 

as analog since 2006. Nothing remains from before the 
2000 era. Everything has been replaced at the studios and 
transmitter sites taking the stations into the digital age. All 
new studio’s and Production rooms were completed this 
year.

From his early US Army training in Microwave Radio and 
repair, alignment and operating of VHF radio controlled 
drones in South Korea, Don was hooked on every aspect 
of broadcasting. He completed a 5 year apprenticeship 
to become a Journeyman Electrician. He quickly got his 
Master Electrician license and opened his own business. 
He specialized in Broadcast Contract work for most of three 
decades doing work for most of the major radio stations and 
TV stations. He worked from the 1980’s at various positions 
at WCMS AM/FM radio station Norfolk and was Chief 
Engineer from the late ‘80s until joining the Saga Group 
in 2000. He met his future wife Janie Cottrell who was the 
Promotion Director and Assistant Program director. They 
married in 1988 and had a son William in 1989. Will would 
go on to work at WNOR during his high school years before 
going off to college. Truly a radio family.

One of Don’s greatest challenges was when a freak 
wind storm in 1991 brought down the 3 WCMS towers and 
destroyed the transmitter building. 

Continued on page 5 
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Don’s relationships with other local engineers had the 
station back on air in a short time and he proceeded to 
rebuild the site.

Outside of work Don enjoys boating, fishing, 4 wheeling 
and building things. His current projects are rebuilding a 
24 foot boat that he and his son built 10 years ago and 
rebuilding a 1952 dodge 4 wheel drive pickup truck.

The J.J. Freeman Engineering Achievement Award honors 
those who have made an outstanding contribution to 
broadcasting and who have shown technical knowledge, 
dedication, dependability and leadership in broadcast 
engineering affairs.

The Virginia Association of Broadcasters has been 
working to advance broadcasting since 1937. The 
Association provides legal advice, holds sales, news and 
production educational seminars, and provides government 
relation services for its members. The VAB sponsors 
scholarship and internship programs to help educate and 
train future broadcasters, and the annual awards program 
recognizes excellence in broadcasting among its member 
stations. For more information on the VAB, please visit: 
http://vabonline.com/  

Position Locations Type Department Organization

Digital Account Executive Richmond‚ VA Full Time Sales Young Broadcasting of 
Richmond Inc.

Weekend Meteorologist/Reporter WHSV Full Time News WHSV-TV

Digital Producer WHSV Full Time News WHSV-TV

PT AM Audio Operator Roanoke‚ VA Part Time News Nexstar Broadcasting

PT PM Audio Operator Roanoke‚ VA Part Time News Nexstar Broadcasting

Business Administrator Richmond‚ VA Full Time Business / Admin Young Broadcasting of 
Richmond Inc.

Weekend Graphics and Camera 
Operator

Roanoke‚ VA Full Time News Nexstar Broadcasting

PM Graphics Operator Roanoke‚ VA Full Time News Nexstar Broadcasting

AM Graphics Operator Roanoke‚ VA Full Time News Nexstar Broadcasting

Weekend Technical News 
Director/Camera Operator

Roanoke‚ VA Full Time News Nexstar Broadcasting

Technical PM News Director Roanoke‚ VA Full Time News Nexstar Broadcasting

Technical AM News Director Roanoke‚ VA Full Time News Nexstar Broadcasting

News Production Manager Roanoke‚ VA Full Time News Nexstar Broadcasting

PT Weekend Audio/Camera 
Operator

Roanoke‚ VA Part Time News Nexstar Broadcasting

PT PM Camera Operator Roanoke‚ VA Part Time Production Nexstar Broadcasting

PT AM Camera Operator Roanoke‚ VA
Part Time Production Nexstar Broadcasting

2015 Best of the Best Class Members

Team “ The Most Interesting Men in the World”

Team “WBOB”

VAB Staff with Francis &  
Chris Wood of WFLO, FarmvilleTeam “Myth Busters”

President Jack Dempsey, if the sash didn’t give it away!
















