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Cameras
in the

Courtroom

The Virginia Press Association & The Virginia Association of Broadcasters present

MEDIA GUIDELINES FOR SECTION 19.2-266 OF THE CODE OF VIRGINIA  
REGARDING CAMERAS IN THE COURTROOM

	Guidelines for both still photographers and broadcast camera personnel

	Lists of print and broadcast coordinators statewide

	Pooling arrangements and procedures

	Code Section 19.2-266
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Brief Synopsis: Requirements of the Act
1.	 The presiding judge can prohibit photographic 

coverage at any time.
2.	 News agencies must provide advance notice of 

intent to cover.
3.	 Cameras must not be intrusive.
4.	 Media personnel can enter and leave courtroom 

only during recesses. A dress code is required. 
Only the personnel essential to operating the 
equipment can be in the designated area.

5.	 Equipment can be set up or removed only:
	 a.	 Prior to the start of proceedings,
	 b.	During luncheon recess,
	 c.	 During other recesses with permission of 

the judge,
	 d.	After adjournment.
6.	 No distracting lights or sounds.
7.	 No more than two cameras are allowed, set up in 

designated areas.
8.	 No more than one audio system. Existing system 

must be used wherever adequate.

Limitations on Coverage
The statute prohibits coverage of the following 
proceedings: 
	 a.	 Adoptions, 
	 b.	 Juvenile proceedings, 
	 c.	 Child custody proceedings, 
	 d.	 Divorce proceedings, 
	 e.	 Spousal support proceedings, 
	 f.	 Proceedings concerning sexual offenses, 
	 g.	 Proceedings for the hearing of motions to 

suppress evidence, 
	 h.	 Proceedings involving trade secrets, 
	 i.	 Conferences between the judge and attorneys 

in the judge’s chamber or at the bench.

In addition, the statute prohibits coverage of the 
following:
	 a. 	 Police informants,
	 b.	 Minors,
	 c. 	 Undercover agents,
	 d.	 Victims and families of victims of sexual 

abuse,
	 e.	 Jurors,
	 f.	 Sound recording or broadcast of attorney/

client conversations, co-counsel 
conversations.

Cameras in the Courtroom Overview

250 West Main Street, Suite 100
Charlottesville, VA  22902
(434) 977-3716 • (434) 979-2439 fax
doug.easter@easterassociates.com
www.easterassociates.com

11529 Nuckols Road
Glen Allen, VA 23059
(804) 521-7570 • (804) 521-7590 fax
Gingers@vpa.net
www.vpa.net

Please note: Forms found on pages 12 and 13 are suggested by the VAB and VPA for requesting  
media coverage of a case and for use by the judge in issuing his order to allow or prohibit coverage.
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Section 19.2-266 of the Code of Virginia

continued on next page

Coverage Allowed
1.	 The presiding judge shall at all times have 

authority to prohibit, interrupt or terminate 
electronic media and still photography coverage 
of public judicial proceedings.  The presiding 
judge shall advise the parties of such coverage in 
advance of the proceedings and shall allow the 
parties to object thereto.  For good cause shown, 
the presiding judge may prohibit coverage in any 
case and may restrict coverage as he deems 
appropriate to meet the ends of justice.

2.	 Coverage of the following types of judicial 
proceedings shall be prohibited: adoption 
proceedings, juvenile proceedings, child custody 
proceedings, divorce proceedings, temporary 
and permanent spousal support proceedings, 
proceedings concerning sexual offenses, 
proceedings for the hearing of motions to suppress 
evidence, proceedings involving trade secrets, and 
in camera proceedings.

3.	 Coverage of the following categories of witnesses 
shall be prohibited: police informants, minors, 
undercover agents and victims and families of 
victims of sexual offenses.

4.	 Coverage of jurors shall be prohibited expressly 
at any stage of a judicial proceeding, including 
that portion of a proceeding during which a jury is 
selected. The judge shall inform all potential jurors 
at the beginning of the jury selection process of 
this prohibition.

5.	 To protect the attorney-client privilege and the 
right to counsel, there shall be no recording or 
broadcast of sound from such conferences which 
occur in a court facility between attorneys and 
their clients, between co-counsel of a client, 
between adverse counsel, or between counsel 
and the presiding judge held at the bench or in 
chambers.

Location of Equipment and Personnel
1.	 The location of recording and camera equipment 

shall be strictly regulated so as not to be intrusive.
2.	 Media personnel shall not enter or leave the 

courtroom once the proceedings are in session 
except during a court recess or adjournment.

3.	 Electronic media equipment and still photography 
equipment shall not be taken into the courtroom 
or removed from the designated media area 
except the following times:

	 a.	 Prior to the convening of proceedings;
	 b.	 During any luncheon recess;
	 c.	 During any court recess with the permission 

of the trial judge; and
	 d.	 After adjournment for the day of the 

proceedings.

Official Representatives of the Media
The Virginia Association of Broadcasters and the 

Virginia Press Association may designate one person to 
represent the television media, one person to represent 
the radio broadcasters, and one person to represent still 
photographers in each jurisdiction in which electronic 
media and still photographic coverage is desired. The 
names of the persons so designated shall be forwarded 
to the chief judge of the court in the county or city in 
which coverage is desired so that arrangements can 
be made for the “pooling” of equipment and personnel. 
Such persons shall also be the only persons authorized 
to speak for the media to the presiding judge concerning 
the coverage of any judicial proceedings.

Equipment and Personnel
1.	 No distracting lights or sounds shall be permitted.
2.	 Not more than two television cameras shall be 

permitted in any proceeding.

§ 19.2-266. Exclusion of persons from trial; photographs and broadcasting permitted under designated 
guidelines; exceptions.—In the trial of all criminal cases, whether the same be felony or misdemeanor cases, 
the court may, in its discretion, exclude from the trial any persons whose presence would impair the conduct of 
a fair trial, provided that the right of the accused to a public trial shall not be violated.

A court may solely in its discretion permit the taking of photographs in the courtroom during the progress of 
judicial proceedings and the broadcasting of judicial proceedings by radio or television and the use of electronic 
or photographic means for the perpetuation of the record or parts thereof in criminal and in civil cases, but only 
in accordance with the rules set forth hereunder. In addition to such rules, the Supreme Court and the Court of 
Appeals shall have the authority to promulgate any other rules they deem necessary to govern electronic media 
and still photography coverage in their respective courts. The following rules shall serve as guidelines, and a 
violation of these rules may be punishable as contempt:



4

Section 19.2-266 of the Code of Virginia  continued from previous page

3.	 Not more than one still photographer, utilizing 
not more than two still cameras with not more 
than two lenses for each camera and related 
equipment for print purposes, shall be permitted 
in any proceeding.

4.	 Not more than one audio system for broadcast 
purposes shall be permitted in any proceeding. 
Audio pickup for all media purposes shall be 
accomplished with existing audio systems 
present in the court facility. If no technically 
suitable audio system exists in the court facility, 
microphones and related wiring essential for 
media purposes may be installed and maintained 
at media expense. The microphones and wiring 
must be unobtrusive and shall be located in 
places designated in advance of any proceeding 
by the chief judge of the court in which coverage 
is desired.

5.	 Any “pooling” arrangements among the media 
required by these limitations on equipment and 
personnel shall be the sole responsibility of the 
media without calling upon the presiding judge to 
mediate any dispute as to the appropriate media 
representative or equipment authorized to cover a 
particular proceeding. In the absence of advance 
media agreement on disputed equipment or 
personnel issues, the presiding judge may 
exclude all contesting media personnel from 
a proceeding. It is common practice for video 
and still representatives to share their respective 
material upon request. Those requests should be 
routed through the local coordinators.

6.	 In no event shall the number of personnel in the 
designated area exceed the number necessary to 
operate the designated equipment.

7.	 Only television photographic and audio 
equipment which does not produce distracting 
sound or light shall be employed to cover judicial 
proceedings. No artificial lighting device of any 
kind shall be employed in connection with the 
television camera.

8.	 Only still camera equipment which does not 
produce distracting sound or light shall be 
employed to cover judicial proceedings.  No 
artificial lighting device of any kind shall be 
employed in connection with a still camera.

9.	 With the concurrence of the chief judge 
of the court in which coverage is desired, 
modifications and additions may be made in 
light sources existing in the facility, provided 
such modifications or additions are installed and 
maintained without public expense.

Impermissible Use of Media Material
None of the film, video tape, still photographs or 

audio reproductions developed during or by virtue of 
coverage of a judicial proceeding shall be admissible 
evidence (i) in the proceeding out of which it arose, (ii) 
in any proceeding subsequent and collateral thereto, 
or (iii) upon any retrial or appeal of such proceedings.

All electronic media and still photography coverage 
of public judicial proceedings authorized by this section, 
with the exception of electronic or photographic 
means authorized for the perpetuation of the record 
or parts thereof shall be conducted at no cost to the 
Commonwealth.
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Introduction
Virginia State Code Section 19.2-266 states, “A 

court may solely in its discretion permit the taking of 
photographs in the courtroom during progress of judicial 
proceedings,” The law allows for statewide access 
and requires cooperation and coordination between 
newspapers. Virginia Press Association, by law, may 
designate one person to represent still photographers 
in each jurisdiction. The names of these coordinators 
shall be forwarded to the chief judge of the court in the 
county or city in which the coverage is desired so that 
arrangements can be made for the pooling of equipment 
and personnel. Coordinators are the only persons 
authorized to speak for the media to the presiding judge 
concerning coverage of any judicial proceeding.

The presiding judge at all times has the authority to 
prohibit, interrupt or terminate photographic coverage 
of judicial proceedings. Attorneys for litigants have 
the right at the commencement of any proceeding to 
object to photographic coverage. The presiding judge 
may prohibit or  restrict coverage in any case for any 
reason as the judge deems appropriate.

Under these guidelines, courtroom photography 
is cooperative. It is essential that any disputes or 
disagreements with  pool participation, operation or 
broadcast representatives be resolved within the VPA 
structure. Disputes should be resolved at the local level 
by the VPA coordinator and the Virginia Association of 
Broadcasters coordinator. Further disputes should be 
resolved by the VPA executive director.

To facilitate that cooperation, ensure full access 
to the courts and ensure full access by newspapers 
and news services to the photography produced by 
pool photographers in the courtrooms, the following 
guidelines have been adopted by the Virginia Press 
Association Board of Directors to govern pool operations:

Pool Eligibility and Access
1.	 By law the VPA is the governing body for still 

photographers. Only Virginia newspapers and 
news services are eligible for pool participation. In 
all cases, local photographers have priority over 
out-of-town media for pool access. In cases with 
state wide interest, photographers who regularly 
cover Virginia are considered ‘local.’

2.	 Any newspaper or news service wishing to cover 
a courtroom proceeding will provide the required 
advance notice to the court and the coordinator 
(in writing if required by the court, using the 
attached form approved by the Virginia Supreme 
Court or a similar form approved by a local court). 
Some jurisdictions have agreed to 24-hour notice 

while others require 10 days. The best procedure 
is the earlier the better.

3.	 In the event more than one newspaper wishes 
to participate in the photographic pool coverage 
of a courtroom proceeding, the court shall refer 
the second and all subsequent requests to the 
coordinator. The coordinator will facilitate pool 
coverage and will be the sole contact with the 
judge.

4.	 Only photographers who are assigned by a 
newspaper or news service will be allowed 
access to the courtroom. Photographers must 
demonstrate to all other members of the pool 
the ability  to produce professional quality 
photographs delivered on a timely basis.

5.	 Any photographer or newspaper which fails to 
comply fully with the terms and conditions of 
this VPA policy, or violates the terms of the law, 
or does not conform with the standards, rulings 
and procedures of the judge in the particular 
courtroom, shall be refused admission to the 
photographic pool for the duration of that 
particular trial.

VPA Coordinator Responsibilities
1.	 The VPA coordinator must act impartially in 

making arrangements with the court, show no 
favoritism to the 	 photographer’s employer and 
no antagonism toward any competitor. Moreover, 
the coordinator must look out for the interest 
of all pool participants, especially newspapers 
which do not belong to a news service.

2.	 The coordinator shall implement a mutually 
agreed upon rotation. Otherwise, the rotation 
shall be determined by the drawing of names 
at least 24 hours prior to the court date to allow 
the notification of the court. The rotation shall 
be followed throughout the course of the trial. 
Photographers can be substituted with the verbal 
consent of the coordinator and other participants. 

3.	 The coordinator shall make sure that no costs of 
coverage shall be borne by the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. All cost of coverage rests with 
interested newspapers and news services. In the 
case of court proceedings with wide interest, the 
coordinator will arrange for a central processing 
facility where pool participants are to divide those 
responsibilities.

Virginia Press Association Still Photography Guidelines
EFFECTIVE SINCE JULY 1994

continued on next page
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Photography Rules
1.	 APPROPRIATE DRESS. For men a coat and 

tie, no jeans, sneakers or hats. For women, a 
business suit or a dress, no jeans, sneakers or 
hats.

2.	 No distracting sounds should be permitted. 
Not more than one still photographer, using 
not more than two still cameras with not more 
than two lenses for each camera and related 
equipment shall be permitted in the courtroom.  
FLASH EQUIPMENT CANNOT BE USED IN ANY 
COURTROOM. A request by the presiding judge 
for a demonstration of the equipment must be 
complied with.

3.	 Photographers must use current technology 
digital still cameras.

4.	 The photographer must remain in predesignated 
position for the duration of the day’s proceedings. 
The Court allows NO MOVEMENT during the 
proceedings. All film shipments, etc. shall be 
done during breaks and recesses only.

5.	 The pool photographer is responsible to fulfill all 
the photographic needs of all pool participants 
and MUST NOT abandon their position without 
the prior consent of the coordinator and all 
participants.

Virginia Press Association Still Photography Guidelines  continued from previous page
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Circuits 1-4 (Chesapeake, Virginia Beach, Norfolk, 
Portsmouth, Northampton, Accomack) 
	 The' N. Pham, The Virginian-Pilot, Norfolk,  

(757) 446-2972, the.pham@pilotonline.com

Circuit 5 (Southampton, Isle of Wight, Suffolk) 
	 Res Spears, Suffolk News-Herald,  

(757) 539-3437, res.spears@suffolknewsherald.com

Circuits 6 (Hopewell, Brunswick, Greensville, Prince 
George, Sussex, Surry) & Circuit 11 (Petersburg, 
Dinwiddie, Nottoway, Amelia, Powhatan)
	 Frederick Wiggins, The Progress-Index, 

Petersburg, (804) 732-8417, 
fwiggins@progress-index.com

Circuits 7-9 (Newport News, Hampton, Charles City, 
James City, New Kent, King William, King & Queen, 
Gloucester, Middlesex, Mathews, York, Poquoson)
	 Dennis Tennant, Daily Press, Newport News,  

(757) 247-4600, dtennant@dailypress.com

Circuit 10 (Halifax, Mecklenburg, Lunenburg, 
Charlotte, Prince Edward, Cumberland, Buckingham, 
Appomattox)
	 Ken Woodley, The Farmville Herald, Farmville,  

(434) 392-4151; editor@farmvilleherald.com

Circuits 12-14 (Colonial Heights, Chesterfield, 
Richmond City, Henrico)
	 James Wallace, Richmond Times-Dispatch,  

(804) 649-6541, jwallace@timesdispatch.com

Circuit 15 (Fredericksburg, Hanover, Caroline, 
Spotsylvania, Stafford, King George, Westmoreland, 
Northumberland, Lancaster, Richmond County, Essex)
	 Dave Ellis, The Free Lance-Star, Fredericksburg,  

(800) 877-0500, dellis@freelancestar.com

Circuit 16 (Charlottesville, Albemarle, Fluvanna, 
Louisa, Orange, Culpeper, Madison, Greene, 
Goochland) 
	 Andrew Shurtleff, The Daily Progress,  

(434) 978-7278, ashurtleff@dailyprogress.com

Circuits 17-19 (Arlington, Alexandria, Fairfax)
	 Ray Saunders, The Washington Post,  

(202) 334-6000, saundersr@washpost.com

Circuit 20 (Fauquier, Rappahannock, Loudoun)
	 Bill Walsh, Fauquier Times-Democrat, Warrenton,  

(540) 351-0487, bwalsh@timespapers.com

Circuit 21 (Patrick, Henry)
	 Ginny Wray, Martinsville Bulletin, (276) 638-8801, 

info@martinsvillebulletin.com

Circuit 22 (Danville, Pittsylvania, Franklin) 
	 Robert Benson, Danville Register & Bee, Danville, 

(434) 791-7990, rbenson@registerbee.com

Circuit 23 (Roanoke City, Roanoke County)  
& Circuit 27 (Giles, Pulaski, Montgomery, Bland, 
Wythe, Grayson, Carroll, Floyd, Salem)
	 Natalee Waters, The Roanoke Times,  

(540) 981-3393, natalee.waters@roanoke.com

Circuit 24 (Lynchburg, Bedford, Campbell, Amherst, 
Nelson) 
	 Caroline Glickman, The News & Advance, 

Lynchburg, (434) 385-5552,  
cglickman@newsadvance.com

Circuit 25 (Staunton, Waynesboro, Covington, Clifton 
Forge, Botetourt, Craig, Alleghany, Rockbridge, Bath, 
Highland, Augusta)
	 Mike Tripp, The News Leader, Staunton,  

(540) 885-7281, mtripp@newsleader.com

Circuit 26 (Harrisonburg, Winchester, Rockingham, 
Page, Shenandoah, Warren, Clarke, Frederick) 
	 Maria Hileman, The Winchester Star, Winchester,  

(540) 665-4941, mhileman@winchesterstar.com

Circuit 28 (Bristol, Washington County, Smyth)
	 David Crigger, Bristol Herald Courier, Bristol,  

(276) 645-2535, dcrigger@bristolnews.com

Circuit 29 (Buchanan, Dickenson, Russell, Tazewell) 
	 Jim Talbert, Richlands News-Press,  

(276) 963-1081, 
jtalbert@richlands-news-press.com

Circuit 30 (Norton, Lee, Scott, Wise) 
	 Kevin Mays, The Coalfield Progress, Norton,  

(276) 679-1101, kmays@coalfield.com

Circuit 31 (Manassas, Manassas Park, Woodbridge, 
Prince William) 
	 Kari Pugh, News & Messenger, Woodbridge,  

(703) 530-3901, kpugh@insidenova.com

VPA Coordinators
BY JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Statewide Coordinator
	 Steve Helber, The Associated Press, 

Richmond 
(804) 643-6646, shelber@ap.org

For print coordinator updates, please visit www.vpa.net



8

Radio and television coverage of courtrooms under 
the Virginia statute that allows statewide access, 
effective July 1, 1992, requires a high degree of 
cooperation and coordination between news agencies 
that are far more familiar with competition.  In order to 
facilitate that cooperation and ensure full access to the 
courts, the following rules have been adopted for pool 
operations. Under these procedures, news gathering 
will be cooperative.

The presiding judge at all times has the authority 
to prohibit, interrupt, or terminate audio, video, and 
photographic coverage of judicial proceedings, 
and attorneys for litigants will have the right at the 
commencement of any proceeding to object to audio, 
video, and photographic coverage. The presiding judge 
may prohibit, suspend, or restrict coverage in any case 
for any reason he deems appropriate to meet the ends 
of justice. There will be variation from jurisdiction and 
from judge to judge.

Prior Notification
Prior to assigning any reporter or cameraman to 

participate in any courtroom pooling arrangement, 
the radio or television station must ensure that the 
personnel have received a full briefing on these 
guidelines and have fully reviewed the “cameras 
in the courtroom” statute. Persons desiring to 
broadcast, record, photograph, or videotape official 
court proceedings must make a request to the court 
prior to the hearing or trial, specifying the particular 
calendar/case or proceedings for which such coverage 
is intended.

No proceeding shall be delayed or continued to 
allow for electronic media or still photography coverage, 
nor shall such coverage in any way affect motions for 
continuances.

Pooled Coverage
If more than one station desires coverage of the same 

trial, the court shall refer the second and all subsequent 
requests to the VAB coordinator who will facilitate the 
pooled coverage and who will be the sole contact with 
the court.

If any problems occur, the judge, other court 
personnel, or the media are asked to immediately contact 
the appropriate Virginia Association of Broadcasters 
coordinator. The coordinators are the only persons 
authorized to speak for the media to the presiding 

judge concerning coverage of the proceedings, and 
all others are prohibited from doing so.

The VAB coordinator must act impartially in making 
the arrangements with the court, show no favoritism to 
his employer and no antagonism toward any competitor. 
Moreover, the coordinator must look out for the interest 
of all stations and news-gathering organizations.

All court cases require sufficient advance notice.

Once a second station notifies the court of its 
interest in coverage of a particular court case, the 
coordinator will notify the Associated Press and United 
Press International and request they run an advisory 
on the state broadcast wire. Other news organizations 
interested in participating in the coverage must notify 
the coordinator. A pool will be formed if more than one 
news organization is interested in coverage. Coverage of 
pooled proceeding will be shared among the participants 
as mutually agreed upon.

The pool camera must remain in place until all 
participants in the pool agree no further coverage is 
needed.  In addition, equipment can only be removed 
prior to the start of proceedings, during luncheon 
recess, during other recess with the permission of the 
judge, and after adjournment. The attached summary 
of the “Requirements of the Act” govern the set up 
and removal of equipment. Under no circumstances 
will “microphone flags” from any news organization be 
used in the courtroom, and all news personnel must 
remove or silence audible pagers before entering the 
courtroom to avoid the potential distraction if the device 
is activated.

If one station has begun coverage of an event, and 
a second station decides to join after the event has 
already begun, a pool will be formed. The second and 
succeeding stations will be responsible for providing 
the necessary technical support to create the pool, and 
will NOT be entitled to recordings made before they 
entered the pool.

Each station will provide its own personnel to record 
the proceedings and monitor its equipment, unless other 
arrangements are requested by the pooling stations and 
approved by the coordinator.

Any complaints about pool operations should be 
brought to the attention of the VAB coordinator for 
resolution. In no event should there be any dispute or 
appearance of dispute before the presiding judge. The 

Radio & Television Broadcast Guidelines
EFFECTIVE SINCE JULY 1994
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judge should never be called in to mediate any dispute; 
if he is, he has the right to exclude all disputing media 
from a proceeding.

If any disputes arise between representatives of 
the broadcast industry and still photographers, such 
disputes should be resolved at the local level by the 
VAB coordinator and by the coordinator appointed 
by the Virginia Press Association. If the dispute is not 
resolved, contact should be made with the executive 
director of the VAB.

In all cases, local media (within the local ADI) have 
priority over out-of-town media for access to the pool. In 
the case of courts with statewide jurisdiction, all media 
that regularly cover Virginia courts are considered “local.” 
Media from outside the immediate area of the court’s 
jurisdiction will be allowed to join the pool on a first-
come, first-served basis. All stations wishing to cover 
a proceeding or joining in pool coverage must make 
arrangements through the appropriate coordinator. If any 
additional equipment is required to service an outside 
station, that station shall be responsible for providing 
the necessary equipment.

News agencies who regularly or occasionally cover 
proceedings in the courts may, from time to time, 
be asked to contribute financially to the equipment 
necessary to the operation of the pool. Any special 
equipment belonging to the pool will be under the control 
of the coordinator. The court cannot be expected to 
finance any equipment or construction modifications.

Decorum
In broadcast journalism, as in any other profession, 

the public’s idea of proper decorum must be considered. 
Local community standards thus apply. In covering 
the proceedings in a court of law, the standard is 
more exacting and conservative. Operators should do 
all possible to avoid calling attention to themselves. 
They should not be conspicuous by their behavior or 

dress, hats, or other clothing, or by its absence. News 
directors should ensure that behavior and attire reflect 
positively on the broadcast profession. Though clothing 
and appearance may not be an important issue to you, 
it is extremely important to many judges and attorneys.

The following “Dress Code” will be in force for 
courtroom coverage. The coordinator must exclude 
news personnel who have not or will not honor this code.

•	 Men: Dress shirt and tie with dress slacks—no 
jeans, no sneakers.

•	 Women: Choice of business dress, suit or 
appropriate pant outfit.

•	 Caps and similar hats are prohibited in the 
courtroom.

Reporters and camera crews have to be guided in 
their choice of clothes by the manner in which other 
professions participating in court proceedings dress. 
We must dress and conduct ourselves accordingly.

Reporting of Problems
If coverage is prohibited by the judge or if there 

are any problems with coverage, especially if these 
problems are mentioned in open court, the originating 
station shall notify the area coordinator or the  
executive director of the Virginia Association of 
Broadcasters immediately. Doug Easter, (434) 977-3716 
or doug.easter@easterassociates.com.
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CENTRAL VIRGINIA
Regional Coordinator: David Foky, WVIR-TV 
Ph: (434) 220-2900; Fax: (434) 220-2905,  
nbennett@nbc29.com 

Central Virginia Local Coordinators:
TELEVISION: 
	 David Foky, WVIR-TV 
	 Ph: (434) 220-2900; Fax: (434) 220-2905
RADIO: 
	 Rob Graham, WINA-Radio 
	 Ph: (434) 977-6397; Fax: (434) 220-2304

HAMPTON ROADS
Regional Coordinator: Typhanny Wiggins, WAVY-TV 
(757) 396-6180; Fax: (757) 393-8279,  
typhanny.wiggins@wavy.com

Hampton Roads Local Coordinators:
Gloucester, Hampton, James City, Matthews, 
Middlesex, Newport News, and York counties:  
	 Tonya Yancy, WVEC-TV 
	 Ph: (757) 628-6200; Fax: (757) 628-5855

Accomack, Norfolk, Northampton, Surry,  
and Sussex counties; Virginia Beach:  
	 Carla Lemons, WTKR-TV 
	 Ph: (757) 446-1378; Fax: (757) 446-1376

Chesapeake, Isle of Wright, Portsmouth,   
Southampton and Suffolk counties:  
	 Typhanny Wiggins, WAVY-TV 
	 Ph: (757) 396-6180; Fax:  (757) 393-8279

NORTHERN VIRGINIA
Regional Coordinator: Elizabeth Turrell, WUSA-TV  
(202) 895-5700; Fax: (202) 895-5629 
eturrell@wusa9.com

Northern Virginia Local Coordinators:
TELEVISION:
Alexandria:  
	 Doug Buchanan, WTTG-TV 
	 Ph: (202) 895-3000; Fax: (202) 895-3133

Arlington county:  
	 Ming Leong, WJLA-TV 
	 Ph: (703) 236-9555; Fax: (703) 236-2331

Fairfax county:  
	 Ede Jermin, WRC-TV 
	 Ph: (202) 885-4270; Fax: (202) 885-4104 
 

Fauquier and Rappahannock counties:  
	 Elizabeth Turrell, WUSA-TV 
	 Ph: (202) 895-5700; Fax: (202) 895-5629

Loudoun county:  
	 Elizabeth Turrell, WUSA-TV 
	 Ph: (202) 895-5700; Fax: (202) 895-5629

Prince William county: 
	 Ming Leong, WJLA-TV 
	 Ph: (703) 236-9555; Fax: (703) 236-2331

Fredericksburg and Spotsylvania and Stafford counties: 
	 Ming Leong, WJLA-TV 
	 Ph: (703) 236-9555; Fax: (703) 236-2331

RADIO:
Fredericksburg, Spotsylvania and King George: 
	 Frank Hammon, WFLS-Radio 
	 Ph: (540) 374-5503; Fax: (540) 374-5498

Loudoun county:  
	 Hank Silverberg, WTOP-Radio 
	 Ph: (202) 895-5060; Cel: (202) 438-1978; 	
	 hsilverberg@wtop.com

Stafford county:  
	 Ted Schubel, WBQB/WFVA-Radio 
	 Ph: (540) 373-7721; Fax: (540) 899-3879

RICHMOND
Regional Coordinator: Lara Malbon, WWBT  
Ph: (804) 230-2626; Fax: (804) 230-2678;  
lmalbon@nbc12.com

Richmond Local Coordinators:
TELEVISION:
Caroline, Chesterfield, Goochland, Hanover, Brunswick, 
Greensville, Prince George, Hopewell, and Petersburg 
counties; Colonial Heights:  
	 Mike Vrabel, WRIC-TV 
	 Ph: (804) 330-8814; Fax: (804) 330-8883

City of Richmond:  
	 Shawn Freude, WCVE-TV 
	 Ph: (804) 560-8216; Fax: (804) 320-8729

State Supreme Court, Virginia Court of Appeals, State 
Corporation Commission, Amelia, Dinwiddie, Nottoway, 
and Powhatan courts:  
	 Lara Malbon, WWBT-TV 
	 Ph: (804) 230-2626; Fax: (804) 230-2789 
 
 

VAB Regional & Local Coordinators
ALPHABETICAL BY REGION
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For broadcast coordinator updates, please visit www.vabonline.com

RADIO:
Charles City, King & Queen, King William, New Kent, 
Cumberland, Henrico, Lunenburg, and Prince Edward 
counties:  
	 Jay Hart, WRVA-Radio, Ph: (804) 474-0166;  
	 deannamalone@clearchannel.com

Essex, Lancaster, Northumberland, Richmond, and 
Westmoreland counties:  
	 Tom Davis, WRAR-Radio 
	 Ph: (804) 443-4321; Fax: (804) 443-1055

ROANOKE / LYNCHBURG
Regional Coordinator: Dave Seidel, WDBJ-TV 
Ph: (540) 985-3600; Fax: (540) 343-7269,  
dseidel@wdbj7.com

Roanoke/Lynchburg Local Coordinators:
TELEVISION:
Amherst, Appomattox, Campbell, Charlotte, Halifax, 
and Pittsylvania counties; Lynchburg, Danville,  
and South Boston:  
	 Emmett Strode, WSET-TV 
	 Ph: (434) 528-1313; Fax: (434) 847-8800

Alleghany, Bath, Bedford, Bland, Botetourt, Craig,  
Giles, Montgomery,  Pulaski, Roanoke,  Rockbridge, 
and Wythe counties; Bedford, Clifton Forge, Covington, 
Lexington,  Radford, Roanoke, and Salem:  
	 Dave Seidel, WDBJ-TV 
	 Ph: (540) 985-3600; Fax: (540) 343-7269

Carroll, Floyd, Franklin, Henry, Grayson, and Patrick 
counties; Galax and Martinsville:  
	 Melissa Stacy, WSLS-TV 
	 Ph: (540) 981-9126; Fax: (540) 343-2059

RADIO:  
Roanoke Valley:  
	 Jim Kent, WFIR-Radio 
	 Ph: (540) 345-5955; Fax: (540) 342-2270

Pittsylvania county and Danville:  
	 Chuck Vipperman, WAKG/WBTM-Radio 
	 Ph: (434) 797-4290; Fax: (434) 797-3918

Amherst, Appomattox, Campbell, Charlotte, Halifax, and 
Mecklenburg counties; Lynchburg and South Boston:  
	 Mari White, WLNI-Radio 
	 Ph: (434) 846-8255; Fax: (434) 845-2063

SHENANDOAH VALLEY
Regional Coordinator: Robert Allen, WINC-Radio 
Ph: (540) 667-2224; Fax: (540) 722-3295,  
rallen@winc.fm 

Shenandoah Valley Local Coordinators:
TELEVISION:
Harrisonburg and Rockingham county:  
	 Kay Norred, WHSV-TV 
	 Ph: (540) 433-9191; Fax: (540) 433-2700

Augusta and Highland counties; Staunton  
and Waynesboro:  
	 Ken Slack, WVIR-TV 
	 Ph: (540) 943-9217; Fax: (540)943-9242

RADIO:
Page county:  
	 J. D. Cave, WMXH-Radio 
	 Ph: (540) 801-1057; Fax: (540) 564-2873

Shenandoah county:  
	 Robert Allen, WINC-Radio 
	 Ph: (540) 667-2224; Fax: (540) 722-3295

Warren county:  
	 Mario Retrosi, WFTR-Radio 
	 Ph: (540) 635-4121; Fax: (540) 635-9387

Clarke, Frederick,  and Winchester counties:  
	 Robert Allen, WINC-Radio 
	 Ph: (540) 667-2224; Fax: (540) 722-3295

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA
Regional Coordinator: Joe Gragg, WCYB-TV 
Ph: (423) 943-5007; Fax: (276) 645-1554,  
news@wcyb.com

Southwest Virginia Local Coordinators:
TELEVISION:
Dickenson, Lee, Russell, Scott, Smyth, Washington, 
and Wise counties:  
	 Terry Radnoszi, WCYB-TV 
	 Ph: (276) 645-1522; Fax: (276) 645-1554

Buchanan and Tazewell counties:  
	 Greg Carter, WVVA-TV 
	 Ph: (304) 327-7071; Fax: (304) 327-5586

RADIO:  
Buchanan, Dickenson, Lee, Scott, Washington,  
Russell and Wise counties:  
	 Charlie Stuchell, WXBQ-Radio 
	 Ph: (276) 669-8112; Fax: (276) 669-0541

Bland, Carroll, Grayson, Pulaski, Smyth,  
and Wythe counties:  
Danny Gordon, WYVE/WXBX-Radio 
Ph: (276) 228-3185; Fax: (276) 228-9261
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VIRGINIA: IN THE ___________COURT FOR THE CITY/COUNTY OF ________________ 
 

      
______________________________ 

      
v.          CASE NO. ____________________ 

 
______________________________     
   

     
ORDER 

REGARDING REQUEST FOR ELECTRONIC MEDIA 
AND/OR STILL PHOTOGRAPHY COVERAGE OF PROCEEDINGS 

 
 

This matter came to be heard on the Request of _________________________________ 

for Electronic Media and/or Still Photography Coverage of Judicial Proceedings pursuant to Va. 

Code §19.2-266.  The parties have been given the opportunity to object to such coverage.  After 

having considered the arguments of the media requestor and the parties, it is ORDERED that the 

requested coverage is 

 [   ] GRANTED 

 [   ] DENIED for the following good cause: 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
      ENTERED: _________________________ 
 

 
                                         _______________  
               JUDGE   
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250 West Main Street, Suite 100
Charlottesville, VA  22902
(434) 977-3716 • (434) 979-2439 fax
doug.easter@easterassociates.com
www.easterassociates.com

11529 Nuckols Road
Glen Allen, VA 23059
(804) 521-7570 • (804) 521-7590 fax
Gingers@vpa.net
www.vpa.net


